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ttuned to violence

Having worked at a censorship
board, director Damien Power
has a professional interest in
how much violence ought to
be shown on films

John Lui

Film Correspondent

When It cones to making a harmor
péciure & unnerving as i can be
without resorting to gore and vie-
lewsee, directar Damben Fower has
anadvaniage.

One of ks jobs before he made
thi acclaimed horroe-thrillar move
Kliling Groumd (2017, NC16) was ar
the Austealian Classification Board,
the government body thar rates
amid cerssors films,

He is epecially attuned oo win-
lemoe on sereen, be tells The Stralts
Times on the tebephome from his
o cinyof Sydney,

“I'vie hada lonyg professional inter-
et inviclence and how we wanch .
16 wead Erportand 1o me as & director,
and as & filmgoer, 1o think shout
how mnwch to show and how msch
to leave to the imaginatbon,” says
Power. 46, sbout his debi fearure,

Some have compared his film
with the popular 2005 slasher
twovie: abous hitchhikers.on the run
fram a sergal killer, Wolf Creek, bus
there Is muach less blood on shew in
Fiilirg Ground,

“Sometimes eaving i tothe RTI?—
imsvtion ts worse, becawse the audi-
e camn Gl c in, in & more hereific
way than you woull wang re por-
travon serecn,” savs Power.

Kilrgg Ground tells the story ofa
complewho go camping anly o run
inta fwo men with bad intentions.
‘The: fillm is cne of foar that will be
sereened at the Singapore Calt and
Underground Film Festival 2018,
thi event that specialises in horrar,
thrilllerand explodtation geores.

Critics on Bogten Tomatoes have
heen generally positive abouwt the
thriller, using phrases sach as “cru-
elly uncomfortable” and “nerve-
shredding” to describe the car-and-
maese game that ensues between
thie humeers and their prey.

Writer-direcror Power says he
made the stylistic choice to make
hiss vilkains as unmysterions and re-
allstic as possible, rather than writ-
ing them as insane, ar members nfa
s or possessed by demons, orany
aof the temi creative optd
taken by many horror movies.

He says be had fo *go to a pretoy
dark pace™ towrite thevilains' mo-

tivesand dialogue, but that task swas
made simpler with one serormmic-

“The one ching that unires all
good villains s that they never
think they are the villains. In thedr
heads, they are the hero of their
story,” says Power. He came up
with the dea of them having a
fasher-son relationship, the older
man “mentoring the younger man
i muarder™ as a twisted coming -of-
age rifual.

The action in Killing Ground
takes place in the bush, a location fa-
miliar to fans of well-known Aus-
tradian films such as Ficnie At Hang-
ing Rock (1975), Mad Max (1973),
The Proposition {2006} and, more
recently, The Bover (3014). In these
fillms, the outhack is one more an-
tagonist, put bodo hamm.

“In Australian cinema, there's a
long history of white Aimtralians’
unease with our own backyand,” he
sayE
#| think that white Australians
don’t understand the bush, don't
Kervivw by to Bive in harmony with
it, so it seems alien and hostile, and
that was ing | wanded bo tap
into - the feeling of clavstraphobia,
af fieeling trappexd.”

jchnllSsphcomsy

Baron Glenans
stars In Eiting
Ground. FHOTO
SRGARDRE DLLT
ARD UNDERGITAIND
FiLM FEETIRAL

BODK IT / SNGAPORE CLLT
ANDUNDERGROLND FILM
FESTWALZWE .
'WHERE: The Gallary, Level 5
ot e Ll D
WHEM-Fab 23 to 2% various




